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Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self the balance of my time. 
In closing, I urge all my colleagues to 

support this resolution establishing the 
rules of the 118th Congress. The 
changes we are proposing today will 
ensure that the institution is set on a 
path of success for the new Congress. 

They will ensure that Members re-
turn to Washington and do their work 
here. 

They will set up an institution to 
hold the Biden administration account-
able. 

They will put in place budgetary 
rules designed to prevent the kind of 
reckless spending spree Democrats re-
cently engaged in. 

I urge all Members to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
the previous question and ‘‘yes’’ on the 
rule. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to H. Res. 5, Adopting the 
Rules of the 118th Congress. Instead of build-
ing on the extraordinary work done by House 
Democrats in the 117th Congress, Repub-
licans are choosing to lead off this term with 
legislation that attacks women’s health free-
doms, make it easier for companies to pollute 
without consequence, and hand out tax breaks 
to the wealthy and well connected. 

This problematic Rules package is the prod-
uct of non-transparent negotiations, backroom 
deals and promises that were made to ap-
pease the demands made by extremist mem-
bers of the Republican Party to get them to 
vote or in some cases vote present for Speak-
er of the House. 

Last week’s catastrophic Speaker’s election 
showed Americans how disorganized, chaotic, 
and inefficient the Republican leadership and 
Caucus can be. 

Last week’s chaos showed the American 
people how Republicans plan to govern for the 
next two years. This body will be ill managed, 
less transparent, slow moving, and will put 
forth legislation that will attack our freedoms 
and undermine our Nation’s values. 

Concessions made by Republican leader-
ship last week will have devastating effects on 
this institution. The passage of this Rules 
package will pave the way for: 

Any member to file a ‘‘motion to vacate the 
chair,’’ effectively holding the Speaker hos-
tage; 

Extreme right-wing members on key com-
mittees; 

Putting an end to the possibility of Congres-
sional staff unionization; 

Reinstating the Holman Rules so Repub-
licans can target civil servants who challenge 
them; and 

Shut down criminal investigations into the 
previous president. 

This problematic Rule is creating more tur-
moil in the Republican ranks as members 
wrestle with the image of witnessing the 
Speaker being coerced into agreeing to give a 
small faction of the Republican Caucus treats 
to appease them—including concessions to in-
dividual members for votes he needed to be-
come Speaker. 

It is not inconceivable that Republican mem-
bers of the delegation must show they are not 
being bullied into voting for this Rules Bill. 

The most problematic aspect of the Rule is 
that it does not spell out what the Speaker 
agreed to give to his opponents so that the 

Congress and the American people know what 
the Speakership actually cost them. 

This is the People’s House—not the Repub-
lican or Democratic House any bargaining 
should be focused on the needs of the Amer-
ican people—they must come first. 

Throughout the last election cycle, Repub-
licans campaigned on addressing inflation and 
lowering the cost of living for millions of Ameri-
cans. 

Ironically, the first bill they are introducing 
repays the wealthy donors that got them their 
majority through dark money contributions by 
making it easier for the wealthiest 1 percent of 
Americans to cheat on their taxes. 

We all may have varying beliefs about 
taxes, but we as Americans know that nothing 
in this life is free and that in order for our Na-
tion to be a beacon of freedom we must have 
a strong defense, public assistance programs 
to help those in need, an education system 
that prepares young minds to lead, retirement 
programs that provided for our elder and dis-
abled, and a healthcare system that cares for 
all in need of healthcare. 

Passage of the rule will pave the way for 
Republicans to continue their assault on a 
woman’s bodily autonomy and impede on 
medical decisions that should remain between 
medical professionals and their patient. 

Although the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors 
Protection Act does not criminalize abortion 
nationwide, make no mistake, that is their end 
goal, and the passage of this bill will get them 
one step closer to their sick idea of stripping 
all women of their rights. 

There are concerns that language in the 
House Rules Package would eliminate rules 
requiring spending offsets for bills that sell or 
transfer federal public lands and waters. 

This will result in a loss of public access en-
joyed by the 70 million American hunters and 
anglers that help support the $862 billion out-
door recreation economy in the United States. 
Additionally, giving away public assets with no 
return would be a loss for American taxpayers. 

As a result, hunters and anglers are strongly 
opposed to this rule change, which would 
eliminate the necessity of spending offsets to 
sell or transfer public lands. 

I urge all my colleagues to oppose this bill 
and see it for what it truly is: 

an effort by Republicans to give tax breaks 
to the ultra-rich and the corporations who fund 
their campaigns, and 

an effort to continue carrying out their dis-
torted notion of America by decimating the 
programs set in place to help the Americans 
who depend on government assistance the 
most. 

The text of the material previously 
referred to by Mr. MCGOVERN is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new section: 
SEC.ll. WOMEN’S HEALTH PROTECTION ACT. 

Not later than January 12, 2023, the Speak-
er shall, pursuant to clause 2(b) of rule 
XVIII, declare the House resolved into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union for consideration of a bill con-
sisting of the text of H.R. 8296 of the One 
Hundred Seventeenth Congress, as passed by 
the House on July 15, 2022, to protect a per-
son’s ability to determine whether to con-
tinue or end a pregnancy, and to protect a 
health care provider’s ability to provide 
abortion services. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 

waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not ceed one hour equally 
divided and controlled by the Majority Lead-
er and the Minority Leader or their respec-
tive designees. After general debate the bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. The bill shall be considered 
as read. All points of order against provi-
sions in the bill are waived. No amendment 
shall be in order except: (1) those amend-
ments to the bill received for printing in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII dated at least one day before the day 
of consideration of the amendment; and (2) 
up to 20 pro forma amendments for the pur-
pose of debate, 10 of which may be offered by 
the Majority Leader or a designee and 10 of 
which may be offered by the Minority Leader 
or a designee. Each amendment so received 
may be offered only by the Member who 
caused it to be printed or a designee and 
shall be considered as read if printed. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time, and I move the 
previous question on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of today, 
further proceedings on this question 
are postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the House stand in 
recess until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 20 min-

utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 5; 

A motion to commit House Resolu-
tion 5, if offered; and 
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